
Explanatory PRISMA 2020 Flow Diagram for new systematic reviews which included searches of databases, registers, and other sources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Consider, if feasible to do so, reporting the number of records identified from each database or register searched (rather than the total number across all databases/registers). 
**If automation tools were used, indicate how many records were excluded by a human and how many were excluded by automation tools. 

From: Page MJ, McKenzie JE, Bossuyt PM, Boutron I, Hoffmann TC, Mulrow CD, et al. The PRISMA 2020 statement: an updated guideline for reporting systematic reviews. BMJ 
2021;372:n71. doi: 10.1136/bmj.n71. For more information, visit: http://www.prisma-statement.org/ 
 
”The Prisma 2020 Statment: an updated guideline for reporting systematic reviews” by Matthew J. Page et al. is licensed under CC BY 4.0. Content was added to the diagram. 

Total number of records 
retrieved from from*: Databases 
or registers. These totals reflect 
the number of results that your 
search retrieves. At this stage, 
you have a specific search but 
have not screened or reviewed 
any records. 

Records removed before 
screening: 
> Duplicate records: Records 
retrieved in multiple databases or 
registers. (TIP: Use RefWorks) 
> Records marked as ineligible 
by automation tools.   
> Records removed for other 
reasons (e.g. Language) 

Records screened: Brief review 
of at least the title and/or 
abstract.  

Records excluded: After reading 
the title and/or abstract, the 
record is excluded from 
inclusion. 

Reports sought for retrieval: 
Reports (e.g. PDF) downloaded 
or obtained for further study. 
(TIP: Use JFL’s ILL) 

Reports not retrieved: Reports 
that are not accessible or are 

unavailable for further study. 

Reports assessed for eligibility: 
Reports that are read and 

evaluated. 
Reports excluded: Define 
reasons for excluding reports 
(e.g. ineligible population, biased 
methodology, etc.).  

Records identified from: 
Websites, organisations, or 
citation searching.  

Reports assessed for eligibility: 
Reports that are read and 
evaluated. 
 

Reports excluded: Define 
reasons for excluding reports 
(e.g. ineligible population, biased 
methodology, etc.).  

 
Studies included in review: 
Investigations that include a 
defined group of participants 
(e.g. clinical trials) 
Reports included: A document 
supplying information about a 
particular study (e.g. journal 
article, government report, etc.)  
 

Identification of studies via databases and registers Identification of studies via other methods 
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Reports sought for retrieval: 
Records (e.g. PDF) downloaded 
or obtained for further study. 
(TIP: Use JFL’s ILL) 
 

Reports not retrieved: Reports 
that are not accessible or are 
unavailable for further study. 
 

Helpful PRISMA Vocabulary 

• Record: Title and/or abstract of a 
report available in a database or on a 
website.  

• Report: A document, paper or 

electronic, supplying information about 

a study. A readable version of the 

report commonly obtained in a full text 

format (i.e. PDF).  

• Study: An investigation that includes a 

defined group of participants, 

interventions, or outcomes. A study 

might generate several reports.  

 

http://www.prisma-statement.org/
http://ezproxy.liberty.edu/login?url=https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0895435621000731
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.ast

